Overview of the Children’s Sunday School
The Bibles makes it very clear that parents have the primary responsibility for raising their children in the Lord (see Deuteronomy 6 and Psalm 78).  However, parents trust us to invest in them every Sunday morning, and we want to use our God-given abilities to impact them in a powerful way.  The next few pages should give you a helpful overview of how the Sunday School program runs and how you may be able to fit into it.  

To get started, here is a quick overview of how the Sunday School program is organized and the schedule for the three major age groups:
The Nursery
The nursery is available for children under 2 years old from 9:15-12:15.  It provides a welcoming environment for these children, and helps them develop a foundational appreciation for the Church.  The nursery also serves to allow the parents to attend the worship service and adult Sunday School.  

Primary-Age Children
The Primary children are Age 2 (by September 1) through Kindergarten.  The Primaries are subdivided into the Dolphins (who have turned 2 or 3 by September 1) and the Orcas (who have turned 4 by September 1 or are in Kindergarten).  Here is their normal Sunday schedule.  Keep in mind that the schedule may vary for special events and during the summer.
	Hour
	Time
	Type of Activity
	Dolphins and Orcas Separate or Combined

	Learning Hour
	9:30-9:45
	Welcome activities
	Combined

	
	9:50-10:25
	Bible class
	Separate

	
	10:25-10:45
	Restroom and Recess
	Combined

	Action Hour
	10:45-11:00
	Snack
	Combined

	
	11:00-11:25
	Song and story time
	Combined

	
	11:25-11:50
	Action Station #1
	Separate

	
	11:50-12:15
	Action Station #2
	Separate

	
	12:15
	Parents pick up children
	All


Elementary-Age Children
The Elementary children are in 1st through 6th Grade.  Here is their normal Sunday schedule.  Keep in mind that the schedule may vary for special events and during the summer.
	Hour
	Time
	Type of Activity
	Combined or Separate

	Learning Hour
	9:30-9:45
	Welcome activities
	Combined in the gym or separate in the classrooms

	
	9:45-10:45
	Bible class
	Separated by grade

	Action Hour
	10:45-11:00
	Recess
	Combined

	
	11:00-11:30
	Worship
	Combined

	
	11:30-12:00
	Activity based on the Family Bible Reading from the week
	Separated by grade

	
	12:00-12:15
	Set up tables and chairs for lunch
	Combined

	
	12:15
	Dismissal
	All


Frequently Asked Questions
Here are some answers to the questions you may be wondering.  
· What kind of curriculum do you use and why?

· For the Learning Hour we use the Faithweaver curriculum from Group Publishing.  You can visit their website (www.faithweaver.com) for an overview of the curriculum.  We use this curriculum for several reasons:
1. It has a strong emphasis on active learning.  The lessons utilize hands-on teaching methods that are fun and effective.  
2. It has a strong emphasis on family involvement.  For example, each week all age groups study the same Bible story, but on different levels.  This makes it convenient for families to discuss the Bible story and truths together.  The take-home pages also include fun and meaningful activities for the families to do together in order to review and discuss the lessons.
3. It has a strong emphasis on application of Bible truth (the name “Faithweaver” describes the intention of “weaving” faith into life).
· For the Action Hour, the children participate in worship as a response to the lessons that they had studied in the first hour.  We also encourage families to read through the Bible together between March 2011 and February 2014 (visit www.cccibible.org for more information).  The Action Hour includes an activity to help the children process the things they read the previous week.
· What kinds of emergency procedures are in place?

· For medical problems, the team of volunteers is equipped to treat small injuries such as minor cuts.  For larger injuries, an attempt will be made to contact the parents immediately and possibly arrange a trip to the hospital.
· In the event of a fire, all classes will evacuate the building along predetermined routes and meet in the lower parking lot of the church.  We rehearse this evacuation every year during the month of September.  
· In the event of tornado, children in the gym or in classrooms with windows will evacuate to classrooms without windows.
· Sadly, several churches have been attacked by active shooters.  Although we do not expect this to happen at CCCI, we recognize the possibility that it could.  To that end, we have an annual Active Shooter Drill.  During this drill, one of the church greeters or a Sunday School coordinator will call out “Lockdown!”  At this point, everyone should get safely to a classroom, lock the door, and even brace the door with a heavy object.  They should not come out until the “All Clear” is given by a church leader whose voice they recognize.  We rehearse this procedure every year.  
· How can we as parents get connected with the adult life of CCCI?

· Every 3 months a special dinner is held for all newcomers.  At these dinners, you will get a chance to meet several of the church leaders and hear about several of the ministries of CCCI.  You should be contacted soon by a member of the Caring Team regarding the next newcomer dinner.
· All adults at CCCI are encouraged to join one of the small groups for the purpose of fellowship and Bible study.  You should be contacted soon by the leader of a small group that meets in your area.  You can get more information about the small groups on the following webpage: http://indychinesechurch.org/fellowships 
· If you are interested getting baptized or becoming a member of CCCI, make sure to mention this at the upcoming newcomer dinner or ask the leader of your small group.  
· How can I find out about upcoming events at CCCI?

· Make sure to check the church bulletin every Sunday.  You can also view all official events on the church calendar at the following webpage: (http://indychinesechurch.org/calendar) 
